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STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND STATUTES REVIEW 
Eighty-fourth Report — “Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Bill 2013” — Tabling 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.57 pm]: I am directed to 
present the eighty-fourth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, 
“Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Bill 2013”. 

[See paper 1178.] 

Hon KATE DOUST: The Medicines, Poisons and Therapeutic Goods Bill 2013 proposes to close the gap in the 
regulation of sole traders manufacturing therapeutic goods. The second reading speech and the explanatory 
memoranda did not provide the detail required for this committee to fully consider the bill. The committee found 
that the bill proposed the application of more than 577 pages of commonwealth Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 
regulations, manufacturing principles, orders and notices under the therapeutic goods law into WA law. The 
genesis of the uniform scheme is from the national competition principles policy, related competition principles 
agreements and the Galbally review. The Galbally review recommended uniform legislation by adopting the 
commonwealth TGA 1989 by reference. The principal act is being amended in the federal Parliament. This 
information was not provided to the committee. Western Australia agreed to adopt the uniform scheme at a 
Council of Australian Governments out-of-session arrangement. The committee did not have a signed agreement 
before it and nor was it able to locate the intergovernmental agreement that covered off the clauses of the bill. 
The committee could not assess the clauses of the bill against any form of intergovernmental agreement.  

The committee noted the comprehensive provisions under the Australian Consumer Law WA and formed the 
view that the Fair Trading Act 2010 covered the field in relation to the regulation of sole traders. The committee 
and the house were not informed of the commonwealth’s establishment of the Australian New Zealand 
Therapeutic Products Agency and the phasing in of a new regulatory scheme by 2016. This scheme would 
ultimately require the repeal of the commonwealth Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 after 2016, yet the WA 
Parliament is being asked to consider the adoption of the commonwealth TGA for the next two years. As it 
stands, part 6 of the bill provides for the commonwealth government to have responsibility for the therapeutic 
goods law. The state Minister for Health functions and powers under the bill will be substantially impacted. This 
represents a diminution of Parliament’s sovereignty and law-making powers. The committee recommends the 
bill be withdrawn and the committee commends the report to the house. 

Eighty-fifth Report — “Electronic Conveyancing Bill 2013” — Tabling 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.59 pm]: I am directed to 
present the eighty-fifth report of the Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review 
“Electronic Conveyancing Bill 2013”. 

[See paper 1179.] 

Hon KATE DOUST: The committee thanks the Minister for Lands and the staff of Landgate for the quality of 
the information provided to assist the committee’s scrutiny of this bill. The process for buying a home involves 
collection of documents, delivery of documents for settlement, signing of documents before a witness, arranging 
the production or retrieval of the duplicate certificate of title, and drawing bank cheques for settlement, and is an 
experience that involves time and sometimes a great deal of stress. The bill will enable substantial improvements 
in the way property transactions are handled. Electronic conveyancing will streamline processes and improve 
efficiencies. It will achieve this by enabling conveyancing transaction documents to be prepared by the 
conveyancing industry practitioner electronically, to be validated with the land registry before settlement, to be 
digitally signed, and to be lodged electronically, and for the financial aspects of the transaction to be settled by 
electronic funds transfer. 
The committee notes that all states and territories, except for the Australian Capital Territory, have or are in the 
process of introducing electronic conveyancing. Western Australia signed an intergovernmental agreement for 
these reforms in 2011. The bill reflects the objects and principles of the intergovernmental agreement and 
provides for a review by the responsible minister. 

The committee commends the report to the house. 
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